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Riveting testimony over: 
Who's more believable? 


MICHAEL REYNODLS AP 


In her Senate testimony Thursday, Dr. Christine Blasey Ford described her harrowing memories of what she said was an attack by Supreme 
Court nominee Brett Kavanaugh in 1982. “It was hard for me to breathe and | believed that Brett was going to accidentally kill me,” she said. 


BY SHERYL GAY STOLBERG 
AND NICHOLAS FANDOS 


New York Times 


WASHINGTON 

Judge Brett Kavanaugh and 
Dr. Christine Blasey Ford faced 
off Thursday in an extraordin- 
ary, emotional day of testimony 
ANDREW HARNIK AP that ricocheted from a woman’s 


Supreme Court nominee Brett tremulous tale of sexual assault 
Kavanaugh is sworn in to testify to a man’s angry, outraged de- 
Thursday before the Senate nial, all of which played out for 
Judiciary Committee. “This hours before a riveted nation 
confirmation process has and a riven Senate. 

become a national disgrace,” he The two very different ver- 
said in his opening statement. sions of the truth, playing out in 


the heated atmosphere of gen- naugh pinned her to a bed, tried 

der, sex and the #MeToo move- to rip her clothes off and 

ment, could not be reconciled. clapped his hand over her 

The testimony skittered from mouth to muffle her cries for 

cringe-worthy sexual details to help. 

accusations and denials of “T believed he was going to 

drunken debauchery to one rape me,” she said, adding, “It 

juvenile exchange over flatu- was hard for me to breathe and I 

lence. believed that Brett was going to 
With her voice cracking but accidentally kill me.” 

her composure intact, Ford The hearing riveted the na- 

made her first appearance in tion, as the fate of Kavanaugh, 

public Thursday, telling a rapt President Donald Trump’s nom- 

Senate panel about the terror inee to the Supreme Court, hung 


she felt on a summer day more in the balance. Televisions 
than 30 years ago, when, she 
said, a drunken Brett Kava- SEE HEARING, 8A 


Experts 
race time 
to study 
storm 


debris 


BY CARLI BROSSEAU 
cbrosseau@newsobserver.com 


MAXTON 

A horizontal line of seeds tells 
the story: The floodwaters 
brought by Hurricane Florence 
rose here to about chest height. 
Left behind on the door to a 
church outbuilding was the 
flotsam - including the seeds - 
that once floated on the flood- 
water’s surface. 

The seed line is the kind of 
telltale sign Daniel McCay and 
Mary Winsor are looking for. As 
hydrologic technicians with the 
U.S. Geological Survey, it’s their 
job to collect information that 
helps emergency managers 
understand the true extent of a 
flood. Perhaps more important- 
ly, the information helps im- 
prove emergency managers’ 
predictions. 

On a fact-finding mission this 
week, McCay parks alongside 
Sycamore Hill Independent 
Holiness Church, and he and 
Winsor pull out their gear - 
measuring equipment, levels 
and an assortment of ways to 
leave a mark for crews that will 
come after them. 

They cross the street to a 
church outbuilding that McCay 
had noticed days before. While 
measuring the level of the near- 
by Lumber River on Sept. 18, 
McCay had snapped a photo. It 
was before the river peaked, and 
water had crept more than half- 
way up the building’s front door. 

Now that the water has reced- 
ed, McCay and Winsor return to 
flag the evidence. They memo- 
rialize the height of the seed line 
on the door frame with a marker 
and measure the distance to the 
threshold. It’s 4.4 feet. 


SEE DEBRIS, 8A 


rather helping usher people in, 
she said. 


Handsome Ladies hopes to put more wrayi comes) es 


build the confidence to partici- 


women in the bluegrass jam circle pate in the greater bluegrass 


circle. 
BY STACY CHANDLER What was missing from this 
Correspondent one, however, were men. 
The women-only jam was 

RALEIGH organized by Raleigh’s new 

The bluegrass jam at the Lar- chapter of the Handsome 
ry’s Coffee headquarters just Ladies, a nonprofit organization 
north of downtown Raleigh last that supports women bluegrass 
month had all the usual ele- players by hosting jams, work- 
ments: guitars and fiddles, in- shops and other events. 
strument cases stacked in the The Handsome Ladies started 


corners and chairs arranged ina onthe West Coast in 2013. Lo- 


community,” she said. 

That can be challenging in the 
cally, Vickie Posey and her jam scene, which tends to be 
daughter, Lee Pike, started the very male-dominated and can 
Raleigh chapter this year. Posey, be a little intimidating for new 


a recent retiree, was attending musicians of any gender to jump 
more jams and wished she saw into, with its unspoken rules and 
more women there. traditions. 

Raleigh’s Handsome Ladies “It’s really intimidating if 
held its first monthly all-women yow’re not familiar, if you 
jam in July, and it’s planning weren’t exposed to it, to enter a 
quarterly coed jams as well, Pike situation like that,” Pike said. 
said. The organization isn’t “Plus, I think women in general 


about keeping anyone out, but feel like they have to be good or 
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@ Fiddler Bobby Britt had to heal before 
going alone, 3A 

@ After last year’s splash, Rhiannon 
Giddens is back in Raleigh to perform, 3A 


perfect when they go and do 
something like that, like it’s a 
performance all the time.” 


RANGE OF EXPERIENCE 

At last month’s jam, about a 
dozen women came in from a 
steamy early evening, pulled 
their instruments out of their 
cases, and chatted a bit before 
things got started. 


SEE BLUEGRASS, 6A 
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